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activities up to $1 million, rather than the current level of $500,000.
The MSF would alsa have to approve grants within 60 days,
%% shortening the timeline and speeding up the redevelopment process.
A number of other technical changes were also made to the program,
further clarifying activities that can be undertaken under cither the
grant or loan program.

SB 908—the main bill in the package—would require additional
local tax and school operating tax increment revenue captured to be
deposited into a local brownfield revolving fund retroactively for lead
and asbestos surveys, if approved by a local unit of government, Tt
modifies the Brownficld Redevelopment Financing Act’s provisions
regarding a brownficld development plan's content, as well as the
recovery and use of TIF dollars. It also sets up a procedure for ending
a brownfield plan and allows termination in two years rather than five
vears under current law.

The legislative package would also repeal current sections of state
law prohibiting a brownfield redevelopment authority from capruring
tax increment revenue from taxes levied hefore Dec. 31, 1996,

The package would further require the Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality to apply current Clean Michigan Iniriative
(CMI) Bond Fund criteria for grant projects under the Environmental
Pratection Bond Fund. The CMI was passed by voters in 1998,
Currently, it is cstimated that there is $3.5 million in loans and

$5 million in grant funding that remains uncommitted.

Finally, the bills would allow for local units of govVErnment to
Mﬂl‘& sites E"g]hle receive loan funds with a 50 percent march when the local unit is

responsible for the release of contaminants. While local unirs would

fl]f bruwnﬁﬂ'ld I'EdE‘U’E|D|JH1&ﬂt still be responsible to reimburse the loan, this would allow locals to

move faster to clean up contaminated Sitess,

ore contaminated sites could be cligible for tax increment MTA is monitoring the bills and will continue to provide updates
financing (TIF) and grant funding to help redevelop the on any potential impacts to townships.
property under a package of bills in the Senate.

Senate Bills 908, 909, 910, 911, 912 and 913 were reported
by the Senate Commerce Committee earlier this year and
could be considered by the full Senate when session resumes in in thlS |
September. Together, the bills would update Michigan's brownficld ;
redevelopment program, making it easier for developers and

local units to follow and broadening the types of sites cligible for 2 Bill clarifies liability for underground storage tanks

redevelopment, : i
Under the bills, the brownfield redevelopment program would be gg?k;nfi'p;eF;;ieszaltnif:tp:g;f[}rm

expanded to include sites with leaking underground storage tanks.

Because of this change, sites with leaking underground storage tanks

would likely be cligible for redevelopment grants. The amount of 3  Bill could help townships recover
grant funding available would not change, but the scope of cligible costs of e-waste

projects would increase. Additionally, the Michigan Strategic Fund

(MSF) chair would be able to approve plans for addressing eligible
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bill being considered in the House would clarify the liability

of state and local povernments when contamination from

underground storage tanks is located under public highways.

SB 717, introduced by Sen. Tom Casperson (R-Wells T -.-.p‘l
awaits further consideration in the House Natural Resources
Comumittee, having passed the Senate earlier this year. The bill aims
to address the issuc of leaking underground storage tanks while
balancing the needs of owner/operators with the liability concerns
of state and local governments, MTA has been heav ily involved in
negotiations on 5B 717 to
ensure townships do not
assume the liability that's
currently the responsibility
of the owner/operator.
Currently, an owner/

operator of a contaminated
property is required
by law to take specific
acrions to minimize the
contamination and prevent
exposure. Townships
and other local units, as

well as the state, arc exempt from rhese requirements if they take
control of these properties due to bankmprey, rtax delinquency or
other circumstances. The exception is in cases where a local unit

offers access to a contaminated property and invites the public to use .
S : T ; www.michigantownships.org, under th

the site for a public purpose, such as building a soccer complex ona or the rules adopted by MT
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closed landfll site. 1ese cases, locy ; Are § ot to the same

closed landfill site. In f;f""“‘-' cases, local units are subject to the same policies must be submitted to MTA 150 days prior to 1he Annual
. o P

requirements as owner/operators. Heetmg—hy Mund:-l:,r Nov. 14, 2015 F'rn._

An anticipated change in the House would allow rownships
and local road agencies to notify the Michigan Department of
Environmental Cuality (DEQ) rather than the owner/operator when
conducting road work on sites containing contamination. In addition,
townships that enact local ordinances addressing the use and regulation
of contaminated sites—after the effective date of the legislation—would
be required to notify the IYEQ 30 days before any ordinance change.

The bill also clarifies current language that allows alternative
mechanisms rather than a rotal cleanup in certain cases, as long as
measures are taken to avoid health and safety risks. *Alternative
mechanisms” could include leaving contaminants underground if
they are under roads or in public rights of way and disturbing the
infrastructure would lead to an extremely high deanup cost. Tf public
highwuys are considered a “public purpose,” as proposed in the bill,
closures of those contaminared sites could proceed without requiring
a signed Alrernative Institution Control form. Currently, the DEQ_
requires a local unit of government to sign: the form in order for an
owner/operator to utilize a highway for an alternative mechanism—
something many local units avoid due to future liability concerns.

5B 717 would requir:: an owner/operator to remain liable to take
corrective action if a closure relied on an alternarive mechanism,
and the conditions changed. The owner/ operaror, not the local
unit, would be responsible for due care to minimize exposure to the
contamination. He or she musr also notify the governmental entity if
any contamination enters or could enter a storm sewer,

The House Natural Besources Committee could take up the bill
when it returns in SC]'?I['E[II]H::F. MTA will continue ta work with
legislators to ensure that there is no increased liability for townships.
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Bill could help townships
recover cost of e-waste
Tr.rwndhips that sponsor take-back programs for old televisions,

computers and other unwanted e-waste would be allowed to
charge fees and possibly apply for grants to help cover their
costs under a bill being discussed by legislators.

5B 922, sponsored by Sen. Judy Emmons (R-Bushnell Twp.), is
meant to cnsure that Michigan residents have a place to dispose of
their old clectronic items. MTA 1s actively involved in discussions
on this bill and was part of a workgroup that led to the hill's
introduction. The concepts contained in the current bill are consistent
with MTA’s policy platform position of expanding solid waste
recycling programs,

Current statute requires manufacturers thar produce e-waste to
have a take-back program for obsolete items. SB 922 was introduced
to strengthen this program.

Under the bill, manufacturers would not be allowed to sell new
clectronic devices in the state unless they have a take-back program
to prevent future e-waste disposal in landfills. Many manufacturers
contract with recyclers or community drop-off programs in order
to meet this requirement, Some communitics are facing rising costs
as a result of the take-back programs in their communitics—as
the program costs exceed the amount they receive from sclling the
recyclables.

Township Insights, MTA's weekly enewsletter,
offers imely information and updates abour legislative
happenings, as well as news, programs and resources that
can help vou better serve your community. Look for the
latest on what's happening in Lansing, grant opportunities—
and more! Not receiving Township Insights in your emailt
Contact legislation@michigantownships.org.
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MTA Legislative Policy Platform—Environment and Land Use

The activities of tmmship governments impact Michigan's
environmental quality, and state laws and regulations regarding
enutmnmenta! pmtectmn impact township government programs,
services and palicies. The Michigan Townships Association
advocates for environmental laws and practlices that appropriately
supporl the responsibility of townships to efficiently and effectively
perform their duties to protect the public health, safety and general
welfare. As lawmakers 2nd regulatory agencies enact changes to
current environment laws and local government requirements, the
Michigan Townships Asscciation supports ... ¢

» Expansion of solid and liquid waste recycling programs

In order 1o combat this problem, 5B 922 would allow local units
to charge fees for collecting the c-waste. This would allow townships
that conduct such programs to recoup their costs. One concern,
however, is that allowing local gevernments to charge for drop-off
sires may result in less participation by residents.

The legislation also stipulates that the Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality (DEQ) may establish a program to provide
short-term grants to townships, other local governments and non-
profit entities to collect covered electronic devices, which is currently
limited under the bill to computers, computer monitars, printers and
televisions. The grant program was strongly supported by MTA as
the bill was being drafted.

5B 922 would also create an electronic waste advisary council,
which would include representation for local units of government.
Specific issues the council would be charged to consider include
whether to include smartphones and similar devices under the bill,
and whether to expand the grant program to address illegal dumping
of e-waste as well as to address any potential illegal dumping
resulting from the legislation. Other charges include a possible
e-waste ban from landfill disposal and potential funding mechanisms
to assist with the recycling of clectronic wastes,

The council would also be required to submit an advisory repore—
within rwo years after the effective date of the legislation—to the
DEQ director far further consideration.

MTA will continue to work with the sponsor and other legislators
on this bill, which could be the subject of a committee hearing this
fall.
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